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new apostolical calling of the lost heathen to the
Christian faith, a large field of reducing poor Chris-
tians, misled by the idolatry of Rome, to their primi-
tive Mother Church ; to the ingeniously industrious,
variety of natural riches for new mysteries and
manufactures to work upon ; to the merchants, with
a simple people, a fertile and unexhausted earth;
to the fortune-bound, liberty; to the curious, a
fruitful womb of invention."

In that bold and brilliant project Sidney obtained
the co-operation of Sir Francis Drake, who had
returned in 1580 from his famous voyage round the
world in the Golden Hind. Not with one little ship
alone, but with five and twenty, and with a party of
more than two thousand officers, soldiers, and sea-
men, the new enterprise was to be started. It is
probable that Drake contributed at least half the
labour by which the scheme was developed, and, as
Sidney had good reason for expecting that the
Queen, if she knew of it beforehand, would forbid
his sailing with the fleet, the expedition was an-
nounced to be under Drake's sole leadership. But
it was privately arranged that, as soon as they had
left Plymouth behind them, Sidney and Drake should
have equal authority, an important post being as-
signed to Fulke Greville, whose participation in the
plot was also to be kept secret until the last moment.

Thus matters were proceeding when the Dutch
delegates arrived in England, and while the treaty
with them was being negotiated. It is doubtful
whether, on there being a prospect that he would be
sent to Flushing, Sidney thought of leaving Drake